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Meeting notice:  
 

Club meetings are held the third Tuesday each month at the Daviess 
County Courthouse, except for December and January. We meet in the of-
fices of the Daviess County Emergency Management Agency.  
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Editor’s corner  
During the tornado of 2000 we were all reminded of the importance of emergency communications in 
the face of a natural disaster. Today 3 years later, we have fallen back into a complacent attitude. The 
Owensboro Amateur Radio Club used to be one of the premier clubs in the KY section as far as ARES 
work. Sadly to say, over the years we have been overtaken. As a club we need to do more activities to 
get our name in front of elected officials and the general public. I propose the following things, that we 
could discuss at our next club meeting.  
 
1) We need to form a stronger alliance with Richard Payne and the EMA office. Richard says that he 

bought a 2 meter radio and no one ever came in and installed it and that it was still in the box. We 
need to see about possibly getting a key to the radio room  and once a month we need to go down 
there check out the radio equipment, fire it up and make some contacts on it, check into the local 
phone/cw nets.  

 
2)  We need to more things to get ourselves in the elected officials eyes. One thing we did when I lived 
in Bowling Green, we did a yearly “pumpkin watch” on bridges that spanned over the parkways and 
Interstate 65 so that the local sheriff and State Police didn't have to patrol those. This is just one example 
of things we could do to promote ourselves to the local officials. We need for our elected officials to 
know they can count on us in an emergency and not think we are just a bunch of CB-ers. Some things we 
could do or already do:  
  
A. Pumpkin watch 
B. Xmas parade 
C. BBQ fest  
D. 4th of july fireworks 
 
3) We need to make sure that Richard includes the OARC in any training that comes up especially any 
training related to Homeland Security 
 
4) Once upon a time a few years ago we used to have fox hunts…...that is something we could do once 

a month and we could have 1 person hide a transmitter and we could man the EMA office and de-
ploy like it was a real emergency. For example we could simulate a downed aircraft and hide a 
transmitter in the county somewhere.  

 
5) One thing we need is a backup for our repeater if it goes down or if we have a power outage. We 

need to have a alternate emergency repeater and duplexer . I will gladly take the DX cluster off the 
air and hook up an emergency repeater to the DX cluster antenna up on the Brescia Science build-
ing. We have emergency power in the network room and could run an emergency repeater off emer-
gency power.  

 
6) One thing we need to develop more is APRS/packet usage during emergencies.  
 
7) We need to reach to other hams in the area even if they don’t belong to the OARC and include them in 
our activities. We need to especially align ourselves with the Hancock County group.  
 
This is just a beginning. Do we really want to provide the community with a useful service during emer-

The opinions expressed in the Editorial corner are not the official stance of the OARC or it’s officers, 
but the personal opinions of  myself (K4SAC).    
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OARC MEETING MINUTES 

October 21,2003  
    The October meeting took place at the Courthouse. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:18 P.M. by Bob Spears, AA4RL. 
 
     In attendance were: Harvey Bowlds WA4IJQ, Gerald Crow NW4T, Max Douglas 
W4VJV, David Heath N9GYB, Jim Mason W4RCX, Steve Morgan W4NHO, 
Mark Osborne K4LB, Bob Spears AA4RL, and Jack Wilson K4SAC.  
Russ Armstrong KG4WMC, and Gary Jarboe KC4NHO were guests attending. 
      
    The minutes from last month were read. Motion to approve by Jim Mason, 
Second by Harvey Bowlds, and passed unanimously. 
 
 TREASURERS REPORT:    Balance : $767.42 as of 9-16-03    - $32.46 Phone Bill 
                                            Balance : $734.96 as of 10-21-03   
Mark Osborne made a motion to approve the treasurers report. 
Seconded by Jack Wilson, and passed. 
  
OLD BUSINESS:  
    Meeting at J.D.Q. to inventory equip. will need to be re-scheduled at a later date. 
    Accepting nominations for Field Day Chairman for 2004. 
    O.A.R.C. check-in net on Wednesday Nights at 9 P.M. Started out great but 
participation is sporadic. A quick check-in only takes a few seconds. 
    Christmas Parade ---November 22, Volunteers need to be there at 1 P.M. 
 
 NEW BUSINESS: 
    Community Emergency Response Team (C.E.R.T.) classes have started. 
The classes currently consist of 8 sessions (2 1/2-3 hrs each). Richard Payne says the 
C.E.R.T. classes will be offered quarterly and is looking for more volunteers to participate. 
All 8 sessions have to be completed to be a team member, but you can make up any 
classes you may miss in future quarterly sessions. I'll keep everyone posted. 
    APRS on Roosevelt House is still operating on 144.390 Our radio had lost its finals. 
Max Douglas loaned us his spare radio, till ours can maybe be repaired. Thanks, Max. 
    Bob Spears displayed a new zip pen about 2 inches long. Bob says you can type 
or send code while its on your finger ready to go. 
    S.E.R.A. (South Eastern Repeater Association) dues are up for renewal. 
Harvey Bowlds made a motion to renew, seconded by Jim Mason. Motion passed by a majority. 
    Jim Mason informed us that the Hancock County Radio Association is interested 
in offering an Amateur Radio Course and was wondering if the O.A.R.C. might be 
interested. Several are interested in further info as to possible dates and times. 
    Jack Wilson has been appointed chairman of an upcoming special event to celebrate 
O.A.R.C.'s 50th anniversary. 
    Mark Osborne presented the Anderson Powerpole PP30 connectors. This is rapidly 
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OARC Minutes cont’d 

This is rapidly 
becoming the new D.C. power connector for ARES and RACES groups all over America. 
I'll have some available at the meeting, or you can see them on powerwerx.com. 
    Bob Spears made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Steve Morgan. 
The meeting was adjourned and Jack Wilson gave an excellent program on the variety 
of digital modes that are available to operators. Thanks, Jack. 

One-Hour, No-Solder Code Practice Oscillator 

The parts list is minimal. A strip of heavy copper or a piece of cop-
per-clad circuit board will serve as a key. Gather up a pair of .01 µF 
disc capacitors, a pair of common NPN transistors (such as 2N2222, 
2N3904 or 2N4401), five 1/4 W resistors (two 10 kO, and one each 1 
kO, 100 O and 47 O), 17 flat head wood screws and washers, a 9 V 
battery connector, a small speaker of 4 to 16 O and some hookup 
wire, and you're all set to start construction. 
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The K4HY  
Digital Edition 

 
K4HY is available in Adobe Acrobat.  
Club members receive K4HY via 

regular mail unless otherwise requested. 
Naturally, email saves postage. 

 If you want to receive the letter via 
email let me know. My contact informa-
tion is on this page. If you cannot open 
the attachment, drop me a line. 

OARC hosts a weekly 2 meter training net 
at 9:00pm Central Time Wedsndays on the 
Owensboro, KY. 147.21 (+600 offset ; no 
tone) repeater. Please check-in and get 
our net active!!  

————————-AREA LICENSE EXAMINATION SCHEDULES————————- 
NORTHERN KY ARC-2ND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH 6 PM- kb4vks@iglou.com 
ARTS OF LOUISVILLE-2ND FRIDAY OF EVEN MONTHS– k9rt@aol.com 
OWENSBORO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB—December 6th AT 9 AM– w4nho@arrl.net 

               Tentative Volunteer Examination Schedule for 2003 

·  The ARRL filed a Petition for Review of two FCC orders on October 22 in the US Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia. The FCC orders would allow certification of unlicensed 24-GHz Part 15 
equipment at field strengths 10 times the level Part 15 rules now permit.  
·  The ARRL put city officials in Manassas, Virginia, on notice October 22 that the League will act on 
behalf of its members to ensure full compliance with FCC regulations when the city's Broadband over 
Power Line (BPL) system starts up in a few months.  
·  ARRL President Jim Haynie, W5JBP, reported that the number of House cosponsors for the Ama-
teur Radio Spectrum Protection Act, HR 713, is now over 50. The bill will need many more cospon-
sors if it is to succeed, he added. "It's going to take 10,000 letters [from ARRL members]...," Haynie 
said. "To me, this is a no-brainer. This is something that's important to the future of Amateur Radio." 
 
·  A team effort from the FCC and the ARRL, plus some pinpoint direction finding, led some Amateur 
Radio volunteers to the source of an unidentified and continuous string of dits being transmitted with-
out identification on 14,024.8 kHz.  
·  ARRL Technical Relations Specialist Jon Siverling, WB3ERA, was part of an IARU delegation at 
ITU TELECOM WORLD 2003 October 12-18 in Geneva, Switzerland. King Juan Carlos, EA0JC, of 
Spain headed the list of dignitaries at the opening ceremony.  
·  ARRL Laboratory RFI Specialist Mike Gruber, W1MG, answered questions from 181 members on 
interference problems. He also sent out three informational letters to power utility companies and fol-
lowed up on 26 cases where hams sought FCC involvement.  
  
Cont’d next page  

                                      What did ARRL HQ do this month???? 

The K4HY newsletter is temporarily being 
published by Jack, K4SAC. Please e-mail 
me at k4sac@omuonline.net  to receive a 
newsletter.  
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 ·  Regulatory Information Specialist John Hennessee, N1KB, assisted amateurs with local govern-
ment zoning problems in New Mexico, Texas, Colorado, Virginia, Florida, Pennsylvania and Louisi-
ana. He also aided amateurs in Kansas and Virginia with covenant restrictions, in addition to creating 
a new regulatory Web page on commonly asked licensing questions.  
·  Field and Regulatory Correspondent Chuck Skolaut, K0BOG, received a report of a business-
repeater system in Mexico that may be interfering with Fuji OSCAR-29's uplink frequency on 2 me-
ters. Skolaut also logged intrusions on 2, 20, 40 and 75 meters and forwarded the data to the FCC.  
·  ARRL sponsored the 2003 USTTI course October 20-24 at ARRL Headquarters. Students from 
Ghana and Romania and two from the Philippines attended the class. ARRL Washington team staff 
members Walt Ireland, WB7CSL, and Paul Rinaldo, W4RI, taught this year's class--aided by head-
quarters staff--with topics ranging from internal national regulation to propagation.  
·  Field and Public Service Team Supervisor Steve Ewald, WV1X, maintained close contact with San 
Diego Section Manager Kent L. Tiburski, K6FQ; Los Angeles Section Manager Phineas Icenbice, 
W6BF; and Orange Section Manager Carl Gardenias, WU6D, to provide the latest news about ham 
radio's involvement with the Southern California fires.  
·  ARRL Media Relations Manager Jennifer Hagy, N1TDY, provided information for a Washington 
Post reporter who is working on a story about ham radio emergency communications. She also talked 
to a reporter from the Journal Inquirer of Manchester, Connecticut and assisted a life member who 
was putting together an Amateur Radio presentation for use during talks with non-ham groups.  
·  ARRL Senior Assistant Technical Editor Dean Straw, N6BV, spoke with Rochester, New York's 
WHAM-AM news anchor Glenn Lambertz, KF2LU, about the recent solar flares and the related 
physics behind them.  
·  ARRL Education and Technology Program Coordinator Mark Spencer, WA8SME, attended the 
Georgia Section Convention October 30-31 and visited a Big Project school. He also produced plans 
for a simple and fun no-solder code practice oscillator aimed at youth.  
·  ARRL Emergency Communications Courses Grants Manager Dan Miller, K3UFG, developed a 
new presentation for his seminars; the first one was given at the St Paul, Hamfest Minnesota October 
25. The changes draw the ties between ARES volunteers, ARES leadership and ARECC participants 
closer together.  
·  Graphic Design Supervisor Sue Fagan and Web Development Assistant Tom Hogerty, KC1J, de-
veloped an Honor Roll Web page for the more than 100 clubs, organizations and industry partners 
that have supported ARRL's spectrum defense campaigns--including WRC-03 and BPL--in 2003.  
·  Field and Education Services Manager Rosalie White, K1STO, represented the League at the 
Michigan State convention October 31.  
·  ARRL Contest Branch Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND, showed a VHF contesting PowerPoint 
presentation to the Mid-Atlantic States VHF Conference October 11.  
·  QST Assistant News Editor Dave Hassler, K7CCC, attended the AMSAT Space Symposium and 
Annual Meeting in Toronto October 18 and 19.  
·  ARRL Sales and Marketing Manager Dennis Motschenbacher, K7BV, attended the Northern New 
York Section Convention October 10 and 11.  
  

Check out the K4SAC DX packet cluster on 144.93 Mhz. Join the KY-Indiana DX Club. No dues, 
just a club for dx’ing and contesting. E-mail Jack K4SAC at k4sac@omuonline.net or Bob AA4RL 
at aa4rl@brescia.edu  
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·  ARRL Educational Programs Coordinator Jean Wolfgang, WB3IOS; Field and Public Service Team 
Supervisor Steve Ewald, WV1X, and Senior Assistant Technical Editor Larry Wolfgang, WR1B, made 
presentations at Connecticut's Scout Show 2003 October 3-5. They operated WA1BSA and demonstrated 
Morse code and other aspects of ham radio. Several thousand scouts and visitors attended the event.  
·  Newington ARL Vice President Ron Cady, K1RKD; Public Service Team Supervisor Steve Ewald, 
WV1X; Field and Regulatory Correspondent Chuck Skolaut, K0BOG, and ARRL Education and Tech-
nology Program Coordinator Mark Spencer, WA8SME, hosted several dozen Scouts at W1AW for the 
2003 Jamboree On The Air. They and the scouts made 80 QSOs on 40, 20 and 15 meters.  
·  Membership Services Manager Wayne Mills, N7NG, attended the W0DXCC DX Convention October 
17.  
·  The DXCC Branch checked 46,632 cards in October for DXCC credit, while the Awards Branch 
checked cards for 158 individual awards.  
Dave Hassler, K7CCC, is the Assistant News Editor of QST and the ARRLWeb.  

 
OARC Home page   http://www.k4hy.net  
 
ARRL Headquarters http://www.arrl.org 
 
Daviess County EMA  http://www.daviessky.org/departments/ema/emamain.htm 
 
ARRL KY Section Page http://www.arrl.org/sections/?sect=KY 
 
Great Lakes Division Home Page http://greatlakes.arrl.org/ 
 
K4SAC Home Page http://www.k4sac.net 
 
AC6V Mega Page http://www.ac6v.com 
 
QRZ  http://www.qrz.com 
 
Contesting http://www.contesting.com 
 
Propagation Page http://prop.hfradio.org/ 
 
Eham Http://www.eham.net  

Quick web links  

60 meter frequencies 50W USB MODE 2K8J3E 

 
Channel Center Amateur Tuning Frequency 
5332 kHz                           5330.5 kHz 
5348 kHz                         5346.5 kHz 
5368 kHz                           5366.5 kHz 
5373 kHz                           5371.5 kHz 
5405 kHz (common US/UK) 5403.5 kHz 

http://www.k4hy.net
http://www.arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org
http://www.daviessky.org/departments/ema/emamain.htm
http://www.arrl.org/sections/?sect
http://greatlakes.arrl.org
http://www.k4sac.net
http://www.ac6v.com
http://www.qrz.com
http://www.contesting.com
http://prop.hfradio.org
Http://www.eham.net
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*************** 
The ARRL Letter 
Vol. 22, No. 43 
October 31, 2003 
*************** 
IN THIS EDITION: 
 
 * +Amateur Radio support continues in California Fire Disaster 
* +ARRL petitions for review of FCC orders 
* +Ditter II--the return of the Ditter 
* +FCC sets aside former amateur's GMRS license 
* +Former Indiana SM Peggy Coulter, W9JUJ, SK 
* +Solar Update 
*  IN BRIEF: 
    +This weekend on the radio 
     ARRL Certification and Continuing Education course registration 
     ARRL to sponsor ARECC/ARES seminar in Indiana 
     Missouri clubs scare up Halloween special event 
     AMSAT-NA seeks volunteers 
     HAARP facility to quadruple power 
     Newfoundland clubs establish VHF transatlantic beacon 
     Radio Amateurs of Canada asks Industry Canada to drop Morse 
requirement 
     Ham radio operators get TV time in South Dakota 
 
 +Available on ARRL Audio News 
 
=========================================================== 

AMATEUR RADIO SUPPORT CONTINUES IN CALIFORNIA FIRE DISASTER 
 
 Ham radio volunteers continue to play a role in the ongoing fire emergency 
in Southern California. A dozen fires, some of them massive, now have 
burned some 750,000 acres and claimed 20 lives, most of them in the 
hard-hit San Diego area. Thousands of residents have been evacuated. ARRL 
San Diego Section Manager Kent Tiburski, K6FQ, says a shift in winds has 
moved the fire danger away from San Diego proper, but hams continue to 
supplement communication at two of nine shelters in the area--one at 
Mountain Empire and a second in Borrego Springs, where hams from Imperial 
County have been assisting. 
 
 "We've been busy," Tiburski said October 29. "This is by far the worst 
disaster we've ever experienced." He estimated that approximately 200 
Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) and Radio Amateur Civil Emergency 
Service (RACES) volunteers have participated so far in the fire emergency 
 

 

                                   This week in the ARRL Letter 
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with about 100 in the field at any given time. 
 
 Tiburski says hams have been assisting American Red Cross relief efforts, 
primarily in terms of logistics and working with damage assessment teams. 
Others have provided liaison between the California Department of Forestry 
and the Red Cross, which is providing meals and shelter for firefighters. 
Nearly 13,000 firefighters and support personnel have been deployed in 
California to battle the fires. 
 
 The fires have claimed nearly 1200 homes in San Diego County alone, 
Tiburski reported, and burned some 450,000 acres. "Everybody I've talked 
with--to a person--knows someone personally or knows of someone who has 
lost a house," he said. Mount Palomar--home of the famous observatory--was 
evacuated, Tiburski said, and firefighters were making a special effort to 
protect telecommunications sites there as well. 
 
 Although the hot, dry Santa Ana winds have abated, Tiburski notes that a 
stiff onshore breeze is now driving the fires to the east. 
 
 San Diego Salvation Army Team Emergency Radio Network (SATERN) Coordinator 
Paul Cook, N6RPF, reports he and other SATERN members have been providing 
communication assistance for The Salvation Army's relief efforts. They've 
had help from other amateurs as well, he said. 
 
 At least a half-dozen Salvation Army emergency disaster services canteens 
are providing meals to evacuees and firefighters. SATERN National Director 
Pat McPherson, WW9E, said SATERN is keeping relief teams in contact with 
each other as well as supporting communication for firefighters, police 
and emergency responders. 
 
 Elsewhere in California, ARRL Orange Section Manager Carl Gardenias, WU6D, 
says that Amateur Radio operators continue working with relief agencies in 
that part of the state. "We actually have more Amateur Radio operators 
available than the Red Cross shelters can use," he said. With ARES teams 
and other ham radio volunteers from Riverside, San Bernardino and Orange 
counties available, the hams have been able to rotate shifts. 
 
 "The intensity of these fires has never been at this level before," 
Gardenias said, comparing the current situation with fire emergencies in 
the recent past. 
 
 At the Red Cross shelters--where more and more displaced people are 
showing up--hams have been "shadowing" shelter managers, communicating 
shelter supply requests, and helping with health-and-welfare inquiries for 
shelter clients, Gardenias said. Amateur Radio also is serving to keep 
shelters in touch with the Red Cross regional headquarters. 
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At least 1000 evacuees are taking refuge in a former TWA hangar at the San 
Bernardino airport. 
 
 Amateur Radio SSTV equipment was being used to assist firefighters in San 
Bernardino. The radio equipment and operators go out on the fire trucks 
and report what they see back to the command center, Gardenias explained. 
 
 In the Los Angeles Section SM Phineas Icenbice, W6BF, reports the 
Stevenson Ranch fires and Arrowhead are the "very hot spots," and 
firefighting helicopters and crews are using water from nearby Magic 
Mountain Amusement Park and from golf courses to help douse the flames. 
Smoke was heavy October 29 in the San Fernando Valley where Icenbice 
lives. 
 
 Amateur Radio operators also are assisting at Red Cross shelters in the 
Los Angeles area as well as helping the relief agency to locate and 
establish new shelters. Icenbice said the problem areas appear to be the 
outer areas of Los Angeles County and in the mountains. Hams have been 
helping to locate people left homeless because of the fires. 
 
 California Gov Gray Davis has declared states of emergency in five 
counties. As this letter is prepared on October 31, cool and foggy weather 
have helped to stall the wildfires' progress.--Steve Ewald, WV1X, 
contributed information for this report 
 
  
ARRL PETITIONS FOR REVIEW OF FCC ORDERS 
 
 The ARRL has filed a Petition for Review of two FCC orders that would 
allow certification of unlicensed 24-GHz Part 15 equipment at field 
strengths 10 times the level Part 15 rules now permit. The League 
petitioned the US Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit on 
October 22. The ARRL is appealing a Report and Order (R&O), Amendment of 
Part 15 of the Commission's Rules to allow Certification of Equipment in 
the 24.05-24.25 GHz Band at Field Strengths up to 2500 mV/m, and a 
Memorandum Opinion and Order (MO&O), Amendment of Part 15 of the 
Commission's Rules to allow Certification of Equipment in the 24.05-24.25 
GHz Band at Field Strengths up to 2500 mV/m. Through this proceeding, ET 
Docket 98-156, and others, the ARRL has maintained that such high-powered 
devices should be licensed. 
 
 "It is ARRL's contention that the Commission has no jurisdiction, pursuant 
to §302(a) or otherwise, to authorize by rulemaking the operation of 
unlicensed devices which have significant potential for interference to 
licensed radio services," the League said in its petition. "Devices which 
have a substantial interference potential to licensed radio services, such 
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as point to point microwave devices operating at 2500 mV/m at 24 GHz, must 
be licensed." 
 
 The FCC turned down the ARRL's Petition for Reconsideration in the 
proceeding this past summer. Taking the issue to the courts is the next 
step in the ongoing battle. 
 
 Amateur Radio is primary at 24.0 to 24.05 GHz and secondary on the rest of 
the band. The AO-40 satellite includes beacon, digital and analog 
transmitters in the vicinity of 24.048 GHz. The entire 24.0-24.25 GHz band 
is allocated for use by Industrial, Scientific and Medical (ISM) 
equipment. In addition to Amateur Radio, the 24.05-24.25 segment is 
allocated on a secondary basis for radiolocation in the Private Land 
Mobile Radio Services and for Earth-exploration satellites. 
 
 In outlining its case, the ARRL said it will argue that the FCC 
orders--the first in 2001 and the second this past summer--will allow 
unlicensed operation of transmitters having substantial interference 
potential to Amateur Radio licensees. "In allowing the operation of 
unlicensed transmitters at the permitted power levels, the FCC has 
exceeded its statutory authority" and, in doing so, has violated §301 of 
the Communications Act, the League asserted. 
 
 The League said it intends to show that the FCC's decision was "arbitrary 
and capricious" and contravenes the Administrative Procedure Act as well 
as administrative and judicial precedent. The ARRL calls on the court to 
"hold unlawful, vacate, enjoin, and set aside" the two orders, which allow 
operation of fixed point-to-point transmitters as part of a high-speed 
wireless Internet service or local area network. 
 
 The ARRL raised similar arguments regarding the FCC's Part 15 authority as 
part of its efforts to combat a proposal by SAVI Technology--in ET Docket 
01-278--to permit RF identification tags to operate as unlicensed Part 15 
devices between 425 and 435 MHz. In that proceeding, the ARRL maintained 
that the FCC lacks authority to permit the RFIDs to operate under Part 15 
at the proposed field strengths and duty cycles. 
 
In February 2002 the ARRL unsuccessfully petitioned the FCC to reconsider 
and reverse a portion of the December 2001 R&O in ET-98-156. The League 
contested the FCC's jurisdiction to authorize unlicensed operation of RF 
devices that pose significant interference potential to licensed services, 
and it asserted that such devices should be licensed. The FCC did not 
agree on either count. 
  
"We reject the assertion that there is a significant interference 
potential from the unlicensed operation authorized in the Report and 
Order," the FCC concluded in the MO&O released July 21. The FCC also said 
the League failed to support its argument that the devices it authorized 
should be disqualified from Part 15 unlicensed operation because they may 
serve functions similar to those in deployed in licensed services. 
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The FCC MO&O reaffirmed its authorization to permit the Part 15 devices at 
field strengths of up to 2.5 V per meter and noted its requirement to use 
directional antennas. The ARRL had called the proposed power levels and 
antenna gain figures--33 dBi--"entirely inappropriate for Part 15 
unlicensed facilities." 
 
DITTER II--THE RETURN OF THE DITTER 
 
 Some solid teamwork between the FCC and the ARRL and accurate 
direction-finding led some Amateur Radio volunteers to the source of an 
unidentified and continuous string of dits being transmitted without 
identification on 14.024.8 MHz. The situation last week was eerily similar 
to one more than three years ago, when another volunteer eventually 
tracked down another "ditter" 
<http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2000/07/28/2/> on the West Coast that 
had plagued 20 meters. After receiving reports of the more recent signal, 
ARRL Field and Regulatory Correspondent Chuck Skolaut, K0BOG, found he was 
able to copy it from ARRL Headquarters. The ARRL called upon the FCC's HF 
Direction Finding (HFDF) facility in Maryland to get a bearing on the 
signal. 
 
 "Really aggravating," is how the HFDF facility's Betty Mallay, KL7AP, 
described it. "Of course, it doesn't help when others try to 'dit-dit-dit' 
along with it," she added wryly. 
 
 The HFDF facility was able to localize the signal's source to vicinity of 
Houston, Texas. Skolaut then called on ARRL South Texas Official Observer 
Coordinator Carl Griffin, KA5KQZ, to see if any of his volunteers had 
direction-finding equipment that could pin it down. 
 
 Two of them--who prefer to remain anonymous--took on the challenge. Their 
DFing led to a location in a Houston suburb that was within three miles of 
where the FCC's HFDF facility said it would be. 
 
 As in the earlier case, "Ditter II" apparently had no idea his station was 
transmitting. "I called him on the phone, and he went and checked the 
station and it had something up against the keyer," one of the volunteers 
said in his report to Griffin. "He was embarrassed." Left unanswered was 
why the unidentified amateur's transmitter was powered up and ready to 
transmit in the first place. 
 
 Complimenting the OOs on their quick work, South Texas Section Manager Ray 
Taylor, N5NAV, took a philosophical view. "I monitored it several times 
with about S7 signal," he said. "We all make mistakes at times." 

http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2000/07/28/2/
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FCC SETS ASIDE FORMER AMATEUR'S GMRS LICENSE 
 
 In the latest chapter in the continuing saga of former amateur licensee 
Jack Gerritsen, ex-KG6IRO, of Bell, California, the FCC now has set aside 
Gerritsen's General Mobile Radio Service (GMRS) license. The FCC wrote 
Gerritsen October 15 that the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau took the 
action based on Gerritsen's alleged "continuing unlicensed operation and 
complaints of deliberate interference from transmitters you operate." 
Amateur Radio repeater operators in the Los Angeles area have complained 
to the FCC that Gerritsen has been attempting to access their machines 
using the ham radio call sign he'd held for about a week in 2001. 
Gerritsen also held the GMRS call sign WPYR 527. 
 
 The FCC said Gerritsen's GMRS application has reverted to pending status, 
the same as his Amateur Radio license application. FCC Special Counsel 
Riley Hollingsworth told Gerritsen that the FCC will make the GMRS 
application part of the record when it holds a hearing to determine if 
Gerritsen is qualified to be a Commission licensee. 
 
 Hollingsworth reminded Gerritsen that he has no authority to operate radio 
transmitting equipment and that such operation would be a violation of 
§301 of the Communications Act of 1934. "We suggest you consult an 
attorney in this matter," Hollingsworth concluded. 
 
 In August, the FCC warned Gerritsen to refrain from contacting Commission 
personnel regarding the disposition of his Amateur Radio application. In 
2001, the FCC set aside Gerritsen's ham ticket six days after granting it 
after learning that he'd been convicted the previous year in state court 
of interfering with Los Angeles Police Department radio transmissions. The 
FCC also received complaints that Gerritsen had operated without a license 
and caused malicious interference on amateur frequencies. 
 
 The FCC alleges that when Gerritsen was paroled after serving one year of 
a five-year sentence, he resumed operating and caused deliberate 
interference to numerous amateur repeaters in the Los Angeles area. In May 
2002, Gerritsen was sentenced to three years in prison--with credit for 
good behavior, work time and time already served--but he was released 
early due to jail overcrowding, Hollingsworth told ARRL. 
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 Hollingsworth said the FCC continues to investigate the amateur 
interference allegations, but he recently expressed frustration that 
Gerritsen was released from prison with no conditions or restrictions 
"even regarding radio, which is what he was in there for in the first 
place," he said. 
 
 Hollingsworth says the FCC also is looking into a complaint that two 
stations in the Tidewater area of Virginia intentionally interfered with a 
station in North Carolina. The FCC has written Jeffrey Polen, KR4IS, and 
David Dunlap, KA4OEY, asking them to respond to the allegations by Cliff 
Fox, KU4GW. Fox alleged that stations identifying as KR4IS and KA4OEY had 
interfered with an ongoing communication he was having with a mobile 
station on September 9 on 75 meters. 
 
 ==>FORMER INDIANA SM PEGGY COULTER, W9JUJ, SK 
 
 Former Indiana Section Manager Peggy Coulter, W9JUJ, of Muncie, died 
October 25. She was 83. Coulter served as Indiana SM for 12 years--from 
1990 until 2002--and continued to hold field a field appointment as an 
Official Relay Station. 
 
 Coulter was also very active in the ARRL National Traffic System and 
served as Section Traffic Manager for 10 years as well as Ninth Region 
Area Net manager. "Peggy was a super lady," remarked ARRL Field and 
Educational Services Manager Rosalie White, K1STO, who said Coulter 
enjoyed total respect from her constituents. "She was so energetic and 
involved," White added, in expressing her sorrow at Coulter's death. A ham 
since 1950, Coulter as an ARRL Life Member. She also was a life member of 
the A1 Operator Club, the Quarter Century Wireless Association, the Young 
Ladies Radio League and the Muncie Area Amateur Radio Club. She was named 
Indiana Amateur of the Year in 1951 and in 1979. 
 
 A son and daughter are among her survivors. A service was held October 27. 
Friends may submit condolences on-line <http://www.parsonmortuary.com/>. 
 

http://www.parsonmortuary.com
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SOLAR UPDATE 
 
 Solar swami Tad "Radio Blackout" Cook, K7RA, Seattle, Washington, reports: 
 
 Solar excitement continued this week. As this bulletin is being written 
Thursday night, an extreme geomagnetic storm is in progress. The mid 
latitude K index has been as high as 9, and severe space weather is 
predicted for the short term. Average daily sunspot numbers more than 
doubled this week to 201.4. Average daily solar flux was nearly double 
that of the previous week at 249. 
 
 Average daily sunspot numbers for the week have not been this high since 
the week of November 7-13, 2002, when it was 205.4. For solar flux, we go 
back to the week of January 24-30, 2002 when the average daily solar flux 
was 249.6. 
 
 On Friday, October 24, a coronal mass ejection swept by earth around 1500 
UTC. The planetary K index went as high as 7, and aurora borealis was seen 
as far as the southern United States. On Sunday, October 26 an X-class 
solar flare at 0650 UTC was followed by another one twelve hours later at 
1850 UTC. On October 28 one of the most powerful solar flares seen in many 
years hurled a cloud of particles traveling 5 million miles per hour 
toward earth. This triggered an S-3 class solar radiation storm, and the 
next day the planetary A index shot up to 189, and mid-latitude A index 
was 199. On that day, October 29, an intense geomagnetic storm raged in 
response to a coronal mass ejection that hit earth around 0630 UTC. 
Another powerful coronal mass ejection hit earth on October 30. 
 
 This weekend is the ARRL November CW Sweepstakes. Conditions could be good 
if the geomagnetic disturbances cool down. Currently, the predicted 
planetary A index for Friday through Monday, October 31 through November 3 
is 100, 30, 15 and 15. The latest solar flux forecast for those same days 
is 265, 260, 255 and 255. 
 
 Sunspot numbers for October 23 through 29 were 122, 160, 139, 191, 238, 
230 and 330, with a mean of 201.4. 10.7 cm flux was 209.3, 190.6, 221.5, 
298.3, 257.2, 274.4 and 291.7, with a mean of 249. Estimated planetary A 
indices were 7, 34, 14, 10, 15, 20 and 189, with a mean of 41.3. 
 
 =========================================================== 
The ARRL Letter is published Fridays, 50 times each year, by the American 
Radio Relay League--The National Association For Amateur Radio--225 Main 
St, Newington, CT 06111; tel 860-594-0200; fax 860-594-0259; 
<http://www.arrl.org/>. Jim Haynie, W5JBP, President. 
 
 The ARRL Letter offers a weekly e-mail digest of essential news of 
interest to active amateurs. The ARRL Letter strives to be timely, 
accurate, concise, and readable. Visit ARRLWeb <http://www.arrl.org/> for 
the latest news, updated as it happens. The ARRL Web site 
<http://www.arrl.org/> offers access to news, informative features and 
columns. ARRL Audio News <http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter/audio/> is a 
weekly "ham radio newscast" compiled from The ARRL Letter. 
 

http://www.arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter/audio/
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 ARRL Incoming QSL Buro 

All fourth-area call signs with single-
letter prefixes (K4, N4, W4): 

Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Club 
Call Box DX 
Charlotte, NC 28220 

Comments or questions on this bu-
reau's operation may be directed to 
aa4nn@juno.com. See the W4 QSL 
Bureau home page. 

All fourth-area call signs with two-
letter prefixes (AA4, KB4, NC4, 
WD4, etc): 

Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club 
Call Box 599 
Sterling, VA 20167 

Comments on questions on this bu-
reau's operation may be directed to 
rwmaylott@aol.com. 

See the WA4 Bureau Home page: 
http://www.qsl.net/sterling/
QSLBuro4.html 

Come check us out!! 

If you haven’t been to a 
OARC club meeting in a 
while, please come check us 
out. We would love to have 
you back as a member and 
by getting more people back 
in the club, it lets us plan 
more things for the club to 
participate in. We meet the 
3rd Tuesday of every month 
at the Daviess County Court-
house at 7 p.m.  

 

 

     

   Contest Roundup 

      November Contests 

WAE DX Contest, RTTY  0000Z, Nov 8 - 
 2359Z, Nov 9 
 
Japan Int. DX Contest, Phone 0700Z, Nov 
8-1300Z, Nov 9 
 
OK/OM DX Contest, CW  1200Z, Nov 8 - 
1200Z, Nov 9  
 
Anatolian ATA PSK31 Contest 
1800Z-2400Z, Nov 8 
 
ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, SSB   
2100Z, Nov 15-0300Z, Nov 17  
 
RSGB 1.8 MHz Contest, CW  
2100Z, Nov 15-0100Z, Nov 16  
 
CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW  
0000Z, Nov 29-2400Z, Nov 30  
 
 
 
December Contests 
—————————————————- 
QRP ARCI Topband Sprint 
0000Z-1200Z, Dec 4  
 
ARRL 160-Meter Contest 
2200Z, Dec 5-1600Z, Dec 7  
 
PSK31 Death Match 
0000Z, Dec 6-2400Z, Dec 7 
  
TARA RTTY Melee 
0000Z-2400Z, Dec 6  
 
TOPS Activity 80m Contest 
1800Z, Dec 6-1800Z, Dec 7 
 
ARRL 10-Meter Contest 
0000Z, Dec 13 - 2400Z, Dec 14  
 
Russian 160-Meter Contest 
2100Z-2300Z, Dec 19  
 
Stew Perry Topband Challenge  
1500Z, Dec 27-1500Z, Dec 28  
 
Original QRP Contest, CW  
1500Z, Dec 27-1500Z, Dec 28  
 
If you are working toward your WAS 
(Worked ALL States) award, QSO parties 
are nice ways to make contacts  and if you 
are patient enough you can make WAS just 
by the QSO parties!   

  
 DX Rumblings  

 NET Schedules  
KTN Daily 1230Z on 3960khz 
KEN Mon Nights 0100Z  on 3888khz 
KYN 7pm nightly on 3599 khz 
KSN 9pm nightly on 3721 khz 

If you have anything you would like 
to see in the newsletter, please send it 
via e-mail to Jack K4SAC at 
k4sac@omuonline.net or mail it to 
943 Michaels CT Owensboro, KY 
42303.  

VIETNAM, 3W. XV9DT is 
QRV as 3W22S until 
December 31  

NEPAL, 9N.  9N7XD has 
been QRV on 15 meters 
between 1045 to 1330z 
and 20 meters from 
1630 to 1730z.  QSL 
via JA7KXD 

OMAN, A4.  Alex, 
A45WD has been QRV on 
80 meters around 
2330z.QSL via YO9HP. 

IRAN, EP.  Shahryar, 
EP4PTT has been QRV 
on 20 meters SSB 
around 1600z.  QSL 
direct. 

COCOS KEELING, VK9C.  
VK9CYL has been QRV 
lately on 15 meters 
around 0000z and 
1000z and 20 meters 
around 1300z.  QSL 
via VK3DYL. 

VANUATU, YJ.  Tusti, 
YJ0ONM has been QRV 
using RTTY around 
0500z on 20 meters 
working both US and 
European stations.  
QSL via W4WET. 

SOUTH COOK ISLANDS, 
ZK1.  Dave, ZK1AQT 
has been QRV on 160 
meters around 0700z 
and then again around 
0800z.  Prior to this 
activity, he has been 
active on 40 meters.  
QSL via W6ORD. 

 

 

http://www.qsl.net/sterling/QSLBuro4.html
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The Owensboro Amateur Radio Club 
1033 Venable Ave. Apt. 7 
Owensboro, KY 42301 

K4HY 
 VE TEST SCHEDULE 

(TENTATIVE) 

Saturday 12-06-03 

Contact Steve Morgan, W4NHO, 
w4nho@arrl.net, or Mark Osborne, 
m_osborne at prodigy.net for information. 

Dates are tentative. Exams given at the 
Elizabeth Munday Center on West 2nd 
Street. Please meet at the West Wing En-
trance at 9 am.  

Sessions start at 9 A.M. 
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